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We are winning the fight against HIV 



How have we managed the global epidemic? 

We wouldn’t 

have done it 

without price 

reductions… 



And with condoms… 
Condom use among MSM in selected countries, 2007 vs 2011 

Source: www.unaids.org 
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And with behavior change… 

Halperin DT, Mugurungi O, Hallett TB, Muchini B, Campbell B, et al. (2011) A Surprising Prevention Success: Why Did the HIV Epidemic Decline in Zimbabwe?. PLoS Med 8(2): e1000414. 

doi:10.1371/journal.pmed.1000414 

http://127.0.0.1:8081/plosmedicine/article?id=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pmed.1000414 

http://127.0.0.1:8081/plosmedicine/article?id=info:doi/10.1371/journal.pmed.1000414


And treatment access…The Cascades 

PHE: CDC: UNAIDS: Pokrovskaya, JIAS 17(4Suppl 3): 19506, 2014. 



But HIV is on the increase in at least one group 

HIV diagnose in MSM: France 2003-12, UK 2002-11. 

Health Protection Agency. HIV in the United Kingdom: 2012 Report . HPA, 2012.  
Caein F et al. Découvertes de séropositivité VIH et sida : France, 2003-2012. Bulletin épidémiologique hebdomadaire 2014; (9-
10):154-62. 
AVAC presentation: MSM in Europe. See http://www.avac.org/sites/default/files/u3/MSM_in_Europe_Euro_Rave.pdf  
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And more so elsewhere… 
HIV MSM diagnoses: Europe 2004-13, east Asia 2002-2007 

Health Protection Agency. HIV in the United Kingdom: 2012 Report . HPA, 2012.  
Cazein F et al. Découvertes de séropositivité VIH et sida : France, 2003-2012. Bulletin épidémiologique hebdomadaire 2014; (9-
10):154-62. 
AVAC presentation: MSM in Europe. See http://www.avac.org/sites/default/files/u3/MSM_in_Europe_Euro_Rave.pdf  
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Why? Transmission vulnerability 



Why? ‘Condom ceiling’ 



Why? Because gay men have to make complex choices 

Mao LM et al. Rates of condom- and non-condom-
based anal intercourse practices among 
homosexually active men in Australia: deliberate 
HIV risk reduction? Tenth AIDSImpact conference, 
Santa Fe, New Mexico, abstract 15, 2011. 
 
Mao LM et al. Rates of condom and non-condom-
based anal intercourse practices among 
homosexually active men in Australia: deliberate 
HIV risk reduction? Sexually Transmitted Infections 
87:489-493. 2011. 
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Why? TasP is not enough 
• Even in UNAIDS 90/90/90 target, ART will only produce 60% of targeted 

reduction in incidence. 

• As more diagnosed, in concentrated epidemics, most infections come from 

undiagnosed. Incidence in some groups runs ahead of even frequent testing 

 

Delpech V IAPAC 

prevention summit 2012 

http://www.iapac.org/tasp_prep/presentations/TPSlon12_Plenary3_Delpech.pdf
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PrEP advocacy 
– Kicked off by HIV+ treatment activists and allies 

• But by definition, these are not the ‘end users’ of 

PrEP 

– The HIV negative-at-risk population has to adopt and 

champion PrEP 

• But they often do not have the scientific background 

and biomedical perspective of treatment activists 

– HIV prevention has largely been seen as the community’s 

own endeavour/area of expertise 

• Can lead to conservatism/ignorance of prevention 

science 

      - But PrEP can become ‘owned’ by the community too 

 



US: provocation 



US: reaction 



US: initiatives 



US: normalisation? (In SF) 

Group People 

HIV negative at substantial risk: 

 MSM with 2+ non-condom anal sex (ncAI) 

partners1 

 MSM with 0 ncAI and an STI in the last year2  

 Female partners of HIV+ MSM3 

 Trans women4 

 

12,589  

2,325 

653 

522 

TOTAL estimated PrEP eligibility 16,089 

TOTAL reporting any PrEP in past year5 5,059 

Percent of eligible people using PrEP in the past year 31% 

1. SFAF Clinic Survey: 16% already n PrEP, 60% want to be 

Grant CROI Abstract 25 Seattle 2015.  



What are the (extra) issues in Europe? 

• Cost/affordability 

• Arguments from equity: will PrEP take resources away? 

• Fear of PrEP being a ‘preferable’ alternative of those who do 

not have our interests at heart – ‘medicalisation’ 

• East-versus-west 

• Homophobia 

• Health systems based on solidarity rather than liberty 

• ‘We all have to agree to this’ 

• Internalised homophobia in gay men: responsible gay men 

versus Truvada whores 

• Alternatives: informal PrEP, PEP-as-PrEP, online generics 

 



Europe 
• Strong community engagement in both Ipergay and 

PROUD 

• Activists’ meeting at Melbourne 



Some media 



Nous Sommes PrEP, PrEP in Europe, ACT-UP London, THT 



Film – and Individual testimonies 



Why ‘PrEP’ (or what it enables) may be key 

• It offers, for the first time, a biomedical resource for HIV-negative people 

• It’s something you can offer other than condoms or ‘come back in six 

months’ 

• It catches people before they get HIV, often at the peak of their vulnerability 

– and ability to learn and change 

• It may be extensible to other populations – but maybe differently, eg 

injectable  PrEP or devices  for young women where privacy/stigma issues 

make oral PrEP impossible 

• It is the holy grail of HIV treatment/prevention: it will only work if demand-

driven and so of its nature will inject motivation into HIV-affected 

communities 

• It’s also a holy grail because it ‘goes where the pleasure does’ – cf needle 

exchange in PUDs where it works because it’s a better hit 

• It may (in combination with ‘undetectable=uninfectious’) reduce HIV stigma 

• It would have worked for me! 



A personal note: 1981 

• New to London gay 

scene 1977 

• Syphilis ? 1978 

• Diagnosed 1985 

• Probable 

seroconversion illness 

1984 

• If PrEP had been 

available in 1978 I 

might not have got 

HIV 



For Paul 



Thanks to… 

• Sheena McCormack 

• Jean-Michel Molina 

• Bob Grant 

• Jared Baeten 

• Damon Jacobs 

• Brandyn River Gallagher 

• Valentina Cambiano 

• Noel Gill 

• Nicholas Feustel 

• Ben Collins 

• ACT-UP London 

• Henning and EATG 

 


