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Introduction

A HIV self-testing &HIVST) IS an alternative method to reach populations
that have difficulty accessing testing, such as men who have sex with
men (MSM) and transgender women (TGW);

A The COVID-19 pandemic has negatively affected HIV service delivery
In several countries;

A Moreover, the importance of HIVST increased during physical
distancing measures, particularly among adolescents and young
people from sexual and gender minorities.

A This studé/ aimed to identify the factors associated with HIVST uptake
among adolescent men who have sex with men (AMSM) and
transgender women (ATGW) in three Brazilian capitals before and
during the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Methods

A A cross-sectional HIVST uptake study was conducted, nested
within the PrEP1519 study, a cohort of daily oral PrEPamong MSM
and TGW aged 15719 in three large capital cities in Brazil - Salvador,

Sao Paulo, and Belo Horizonte;

A HIVST kits composed of the test itself, guidelines, condoms, and
intimate lubricant) were provided to all participants by peer
educators while providing prevention interventions developed in
the context of demand creation strategies for ~ PrEPfrom February

21th/2019 to March 31th/2021;

Instructive video

A These interventions were provided face -to-face in youth venues
(e.qg., parties and beaches) and via hook -up apps and online
networks (e.g., Grindr, Instagram, and Facebook).
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Methods

A HIVST kits were provided to all participants during face -to-face interventions and sent by mail during
virtual interventions.

A A socio-behavioral questionnaire was administered when the HIVST kits were distributed:

A The study period was divided into two discrete periods:
A Before the COVID-19 pandemic (February 21th, 2019, to March 15th, 2020);
A During the pandemic (March 16th, 2020, to March 31st, 2021).

A The outcome was HIVST uptake (yes, no), stratified by the period before and during the pandemic.

A Multivariable logistic reﬁression estimated the odds ratios (OR) and their respective 95% confidence
intervals (95% Cis) of the association between predictor variables and HIVST uptake

A This study was approved by the Research Ethics Committee (REC) of the World Health Organization
(Protocol ID Fiotec-PrEP Adolescent Study) and by the REC of the local Universities.
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R esu |tS Table 1. Characteristics of study participants, PrEP1519 study, 2019021, Brazil
Variables Pre-pandemic* [N = 510] During the pandemic* [N = 1075] Variables Pre-pandemic* [N = 510] During the pandemic* [N = 1075]
0 (%) 0 (%) Cducat n (%) n (%)
Sociodemographic ucation
Population Elementary education and adult educat 48 (10.32) 86 (8.93)
AMSM 448 (88.19) 947 (88.34) High school 281 (60.43) 637 (66.15)
ATGW 60 (11.81) 125 (11.66) Higher education 136 (29.25) 240 (24.92)
Age Current living situation
15117 years 90 (1940) 178 (1846) Parents or other famlly members 373 (8022) 776 (8050)
18119 years 374 (80.60) 786 (81.54) Other people 62 (13.33) 129 (13.38)
Race/skin color Alone 30 (6.45) 59 (6.12)
White 147 (28.82) 303 (28.19) C_ondom use in recepFive anal sex
with a casual partner in the
Black or Pardo 348 (68.24) 736 (68.47) previous 3 months
Yellow, indigenous, or other 15 (2.94) 36 (3.35) Consistent use 119 (39.53) 164 (31.78)
Inconsistent use 182 (60.47) 352 (68.22)
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Results

Table 2. HIVST kit requests and provision before
and during the COVID-19 pandemic, PrEP1519
study, 2019 2021, Brazil.

Pre- During the

Overall pandemic* pandemic**

(N=1,585) (N=510)  (N=1,075)

n (% n (%) n (%)
Total number of
participants who
received a HIVST kit
at least once 491 229 382
Total HIVST kits
provided 1290 | 570 (44.2) 720 (55.8)
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82.90%

36.80%

17.10

Self Sexual partner

HIVST target person

67.6001

312i/ 82.40%

Friend or other

m Overall m Before the COVID-19 m During COVID-19

HIVST uptake

44.90%

35.50%

m Before the COVID-19 m During the COVID-19
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Results

Table 3.

Factors associated with
requesting HIVST before
and during the COVID-19
pandemic, PrEP1519
study, 2019 2021, Brazil.
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Pre-pandemic* (N=510)

During the pandemic** (N=1075)

Variables Adjusted OR Adjusted OR
(95% CI) (95% CI)

Gender

Cis man 1.00 (ref.) 1.00 (ref.)
0.86 0.66

TEW (0.463 1.586) (0.3381.231)

Age

15717 years 1.00 (ref.) 1.00 (ref.)

18/ 19 years 0.99 1.81

(0.618 1.603)

(1.10Q 3.045)

Current living situation

Parents or other family
members

Other people

Alone

1.00 (ref.)

1.00
(0.565 1.767)
3.36
(1.496 8.292)

1.00 (ref.)

0.92
(0.544 1.542)
2.35
(1.013 5.780)

Steady sexual partner in
the previous 3 months

No

Yes

1.00 (ref.)
0.57
(0.394 0.823)

Receptiveanal sexwith a
steadyor casualpartner
in the previous 3 months

No partners or no passive an.

sex

Passive anal sex

1.00 (ref.)

1.53
(1.021 2.294)

TableLegend:
* February 21, 20190 March 15, 2020;
** March 16, 202pto March 31, 2021

Frequent oral sex with
steady partners in
previous 3 months

No

1.00 (ref.)
2.84
(1.081 8.857)
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Conclusions and lessons learned

WHigh HIVSTiptake before the pandemic andthe maintarget groupfor the kits wasthe
participant2 T NaEhdseklapartners

WHoweveruptakedecreasecﬂuringthe pandemic with a shifttoward greateruseof selt
testingby the participantsthemselves

WDuringa healthcrisis the expansiorof HIVST ifPrERservicessanhelp expandthe HIVtesting
in key populationsby facilitatingclinicalfollow-up

Wi nvestmentsalreadymadein demandcreation andonline social medialatformsfor
adolescentdy the PrEP1519roject, allowedthe rapid shiftto more completetelehealth
servicelandHIVST delivergueto COVIBL9 pandemic

WHowever adolescentes TGWada lower uptake highlightingthe needto makeefforts to
reachthis populatior

WTheseexperienceSJﬁer important lessondor other middle-income countriescalingup HIVST
amongadolescents

uuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuuu

Fastt NI O1 / AGASE HEATHOB® 1 oo+ v ome np T FAST-TRACK CITIES 2023

TSP P28 & 8w FSEE b -~ 8371 Y Unitaid AMSTE%DAM



FASITRACK CITIEZ823

SALVADOR

U Inés Dourado

U LaioMagno
LorenzeDezanet

ULuis Augusto V, da Silva

U Marcelo Castelhanos .

U Filipe Mateus Duarte

U Priscilla Caires

U Fabiane Soares *
U Pedro Nascimento .
U Thais Fonseca .
U Fabiane Fernandes .

U Lucilia Nascimento
U carlos Jefferson

U MarluceCarvalho
U Lara Sofia .
U Maria EliaAlderete .
U JoilsonPaim

U Fernanda Lima

U Carina Carvalho

U Lucas Miranda Marques

U Guilherme Barreto Campos
U MarcosEustorgio

U Daniele Medeiros

U CaffaCabus

JicaroRamos

U Andresa Galvao

U Karlazhand

U EriclesSantos, Gabriel Porto,
U Gilberto Bispo Soares

U Bruno Santana, Dante Freire,
U Victor Corujeira

Fast¢t N} O1 / A0GASa

Acknowledgments teams

BELO HORIZONTE

Dirceu B. Greco * Matheus Alves

Unai Tupinambas * Tania Faustino
Mateus Westin * Fernanda Soares
Marise Fonseca * Cinthia Alves
Carolina Oliveira * Fernanda Valadares
Yuppiel Martinez *  Mariangela Carneiro
Walter Ude * Alessandra Mancui:

e Obrigado ! Thank you !

Erica Dumont

Maria José Duarte
Julio Andrade

Maria Cristina Abreu

SAO PAULO
Alexandre Grangeiro, Eliana Zucchi, Thiago Pinheiro,
Paula Andrea Massa
Gabriela Medeiros Vendramini, Hugo AlbeBrango
Garcia
Maria Mercedes LoureirgscuderElias Ferreira
Esteves
Regis Alves da Silveira, AlRion Lina Lessa Lucas,
IkaEloahAraujoCarneiro, Dulce Aurélia de Souza
Ferraz, Rosangela Rodrigues, Victor Guilherme Lopas
da Silva Lombd&aphaella&Goulart ,Eduarddraujo Email :

Oliveira, AlinePilon Ivo Patrick Oliveira Silva . _
laiomagnoss@gmail.com
H-27H2023 w { SLIGSYO SNJ Hp

AMSTE}“DI-\M



