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• An estimated 2.6 million people were living 
with HIV in 2022 in Europe.

• 72% knew their status, 63% were receiving 
treatment and 60% had suppressed viral 
loads. 

• In Europe, HIV disproportionately affects men 
who have sex with men (MSM), people who 
inject drugs (PWID), prisoners, sex workers, 
and transgender people.

Background:

1 “WHO Regional action plans 2022–2030 for ending AIDS and the epidemics of viral hepatitis and sexually transmitted infections.
https://www.who.int/europe/publications/m/item/regional-action-plans-2022-2030-for-ending-aids-and-the-epidemics-of-viral-hepatitis-and-sexually-transmitted-infections.-information-sheet



Source: UNAIDS special analysis, 2020.

Gay men and
other men who
have sex with men

26 times
higher risk
than
heterosexual
men

People who
inject drugs

29 times
higher risk
than people
who do not
inject drugs

Female sex
workers

30 times 
higher risk
than women
in the general
population

People in prisons and other 
closed settings have

6 times higher
HIV prevalence than the 

general population

Transgender
 people

13 times
higher risk

than adults in the
general population

Relative risk of HIV acquisition, global, 2019



HIV diagnoses, by route of transmission,  2008-2017, EU/EEA
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Rates of HIV in Europe have been falling …

Overview of progress achieved in HIV advocacy
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Challenges

Interventions Limited, not specific/appropriate, 
less priority  

Data
Incomplete, inconsistent, not 
disaggregated

Policies
Legal, regulatory, practical barriers, 
criminalisation, guidelines

HIV Burden
Disproportionately  higher rates, late diagnosis, 

lost to care – MSM, trans, black women, PWID

Vulnerabilitie
s

Homophobia, transphobia, stigma, violence, 
harassment, isolation, racism, mental health, 



Data availability on the continuum of care for key populations, 2022 (Source- ECDC 2023)
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HIV Advocacy

HIV advocacy organisations play a vital role in 
the HIV response and the 90-90-90 targets…
• Driving prevention, testing and treatment 

activism.
• Fighting persecution, criminalisation, stigma. 
• Spurring innovation and advancement in HIV 

science. 
• Lived experiences, expertise and shaping 

policy.



HIV Advocacy



Influencing Policy



Migrants and HIV



Stigma
gap

Treatment 
gap

Testing
 gap

Prevention
gap

▪ 1 in 3 PLHIV not on ART

▪ Implement EACS  
treatment guidelines

▪ Provide ART to ALL

Major gaps in our 
understanding of stigma, 

both among HCW and in the 
community 

▪ 1 in 5 PLHIV in Europe are unaware 
of their HIV status

▪ 1 in 2 people are diagnosed late

▪ Low testing coverage

▪ Curb the flow on new 
infections

▪ Scale up prevention 
programmes (incl. 
OST/NSP, PrEP)

Conclusion

We will ‘not reach targets’ unless we address the following gaps:



Thank You!
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