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Globally, as of 10:38am CEST, 7 September 2020, there have been 26,994,442 confirmed cases of 

COVID-19, including 880,994 deaths, reported to WHO.

⚫ https://covid19.who.int/

COVID-19 Situation report 7 September 2020



COVID and HIV in Africa: Impact on Deaths from HIV and TB 
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Mitigating the Health systems disruptions during COVID-19 

• Huge stress posed by increasing demand for care of people with COVID-19

• Lack of supplies and equipment

• Burden on health care workers 

• Disruption of essential health services 

Dilemma: balance the demands of responding to COVID-19 with 
strategic planning and coordinated action to maintain quality essential 

health services



Operational strategies for maintaining EHS



Life course and disease considerations



76% of countries noted decreased outpatient 
volumes as a main cause for disruptions

“A mix of demand and supply side factors are responsible for disruption of services. The situation differs 

from state to state, with partial and no disruption depending on program/service and region.” - India

*includes fear/mistrust, other government policies and directives, misinterpretation/communication of facility measures, non-
engagement with private sector and service delivery modifications (for changes in utilization)
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Nearly three quarters of countries identified triaging to 
identify priorities as a primary approach for overcoming 
service disruptions

*includes designation of COVID-19 specific facilities, mobile medical teams, digital health, transportation support for patients, additional training/guidelines, 
intensified communications to health facilities, COVID-19 specific treatment centres, advocacy and strengthening partnerships 
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https://www.who.int/teams/menta

l-health-and-substance-

use/covid-19

Ensure that 
mental health 

services are 
maintained to 

mitigate lost to 
follow-up with 

services



⚫ Investments in Vaccines, Therapeutics,  
Diagnostics and Health Systems / Civil society 
to improve health outcomes related to COVID-
19

⚫ WHO convening partners around the world to 
make this a reality and to deliver these Global 
Goods equitably

⚫ COVAX – more that 70 countries agreed

⚫ WHO is Boosting our support to countries to 
ensure that we maintain the essential health 
services

ACT-Accelerator 


