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• Provide PrEP education 

– Address info deficit

– With communities, with HIV workforce

• Combat fear, loathing, stigma 

– PrEP is one component of a comprehensive 
prevention approach including (male and/or female) 
condom use, regular, voluntary HIV and STD testing, 
appropriate treatment, and behavior modification.

– One’s decision to use PrEP must be framed as a 
thoughtful, rational, healthy choice – a new form of 
“safer sex” – whether used with condoms or not.
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Goals
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Taking Truvada as PrEP is 
responsible. It is a 

thoughtful, pro-active, 
healthy and smart 

choice. It is honest. It 
shows you care about 

yourself and the 
community.
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PrEP is 
safer 
sex

And it’s not forever and ever.
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Pleasure

Intimacy

Love

Lust
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What? How? Why? When? Who?

Side effects?

Long term toxicities

Insurance, Medicaid



What is the first word or 
words that come to your 
mind when you think 
about PrEP?

Honesty please

10
#Adherence2014



#Adherence2014



#Adherence2014



#Adherence2014



The fear culture 

has killed intimacy 

for many men.

via facebook.com/groups/PrEPFacts
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As someone under 30, 

I can say that I've 

only known a world 

that is full of fear… 

via facebook.com/groups/PrEPFacts
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Baggage.

SLUT!

morality

judgment

danger! risk! fear!

PTSD

ignorance
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• Trainings: Help Chicago  and Illinois providers 
(testers, counselors, case managers, educators, etc) 
understand PrEP and its implications

• Community forums: Interactive and fun discussions 
done “talk show” style (conference for GBM in ‘14)

• Give voice/provide facts: Platform for PrEP users to 
share experiences, interested individuals to get info –
click myprepexperience.blogspot.com. 

– Project RSP on FB

• Media engagement
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• We are NOT               
“pushing” PrEP

• We are NOT telling 
anyone to stop using 

condoms or other forms 

of protection

• We are pushing education
20
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• 3.5 hours for HIV workforce                               
(continually updated)

– CTR staff, outreach, prevention programmers,                
harm reduction staff, case managers 

• Multiple perspectives via PrEP researcher or prescribing 
doc, PrEP user, advocates, Gilead rep

• Interactive, pre/post tests, evals, video, pop quizzes, 
small group work, fact sheets, handouts, slides availon
My PrEP Experience, info resources via local partners, 

Project Inform, SFAF, others           
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Video

Chicago vlogger Ken Like Barbie

tinyurl.com/PrEPbyKLB
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PrEP FS II.mov
PrEP FS II.mov
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WhatisPrEP.org
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Pills, lubes and more pills

PrEP

Microbicides –
rectal, vaginal

TLC+
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PEP 
info
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Condomless is not “unprotected”
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tinyurl.com/CDCprepguidelines
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– 3 hours (1hr reception w/food, 2hr talk show, 
entertainment)

– Hosts – popular guys from community

– Guests – PrEP researcher, PrEP user

– Interactive

– NO PRESENTATIONS

– Entertainment

– Evaluations at end

It doesn’t 
have to taste 
like medicine 

to be good 
for you
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Community 
talk shows
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Video

tinyurl.com/PrEPbyKLB

Chicago vlogger Ken Like Barbie
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PrEP FS II.mov
PrEP FS II.mov
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Had fun 
bro....nt to 
mention 
educational nt
to sound dumb or 
anything but i
knew nttn about 
prep
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it was a nice 
event very 
imformat and u 
both did a good 
job as promoters, 
hell u got me to 
come out....
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• Personal stories (why taking PrEP, access issues)
– Written, video
– Many anonymous posts

• Informational resources
• Troubleshooting support for access problems

– Provider, payor, both
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myprepexperience.blogspot.com
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“What had begun as a promising visit to the 
doctor to begin PrEP, the most revolutionary 
advance in HIV prevention in decades, had 
instead become a misadventure into ignorance, 
idiocy, and irritation…”
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myprepexperience.blogspot.com
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Chicago PrEP 
Working 
Group

Researchers

Medical 
providers

Advocates

CBOs

HIV planning 
members
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choices

any positive change

pleasure

empowerment

harm reduction

Carry on.

responsibility
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Our collective efforts,                                               
recently accelerated by                                              
community backlash                                                                             
(insurgence, mobilization)                                                                               
against the slut-bashing, against the anti-science 
brigade (AIDS Healthcare Foundation), against the 
“poison, rocks in your head” hysteria (Larry Kramer)  
have actually increased PrEP awareness and 
acceptability. 

We were  ready…

at the right place and the right time.
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We need to capitalize on our gains, and 
the release of the CDC guidelines, to 

continue our education/awareness 
activities and work together to reach 

the GPs, the NPs, and the PAs who are 
seeing our HIV-negative community 

members.

#Adherence2014



• Need to continue awareness, education.

• Need large-scale social marketing 
campaigns focused on increasing 
awareness and access with smart, 
strategic coverage, multiple targets and 
multiple messages.
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myprepexperience.blogspot.com

It’s your sexual health.

PrEP is your decision.
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Thank 

you
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Jim Pickett
Director of Prevention Advocacy 

and Gay Men’s health  
jpickett@aidschicago.org 


