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There is no Fast Track without human rights…  

so we need to put human rights on the Fast Track! 



http://www.unaids.org/sites/default/files/media_asset/
UNAIDS_Gap_report_en.pdf 



How do we get to zero stigma and discrimination? 

Five key imperatives: 

1. Support leadership of people living with HIV and those 

most affected. 

2. Generate data to drive action. (“Location and 

population” approach.) 

3. Build focused coalitions to solve specific problems. 

4. Invest in programmes to increase access to justice, 

reduce stigma and discrimination. 

5. Sustain/expand high-level political commitment, 

promote accountability for results.  

 



People Living with HIV Stigma Index 

 Implemented in over 80 countries, 

with over 75,000 PLHIV 

interviewed to date. 

 Led by GNP+ and ICW – 

community-led data to drive 

advocacy, influence programming 

and investments, improve quality of 

services. 

 Process is as important as the 

data – empowers and builds 

capacity of individuals and 

implementing organizations. 



It’s also key to 

eliminating stigma 

and discrimination! 
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7 key programmes to improve the  

legal and social environment in the context of HIV 

1. Programmes to build legal literacy (know 
your rights and laws)  

2. Provision of legal services 

3. Programmes to reform and monitor laws 

4. Programmes to reduce HIV-related 
stigma  

5. Programmes to train police on  
non-discrimination, space for outreach,  
non-harassment, etc. 

6. Programmes to train health care 
workers on non-discrimination, informed 
consent, confidentiality, duty to treat, 
infection control 

7. Programmes to realize gender equality 
and eliminate violence against women 

 





 2001 Declaration of 

Commitment on 

HIV/AIDS 

 2006 Political Declaration 

on HIV/AIDS 

 2011 Political Declaration 

on HIV/AIDS 

 June 2016 – High Level 

Meeting on AIDS 

 

Milestones in political 

commitment and 
mobilization 



How can care providers fast track human rights and 

help end stigma and discrimination? 

1. Contact your government (Min of Foreign Affairs, Permanent Mission to 

the UN in NY) and tell them that ending HIV stigma, discrimination, and 

overly-broad criminalization, need to be priorities at the upcoming 

High Level Meeting on AIDS. 

2. Support/join advocacy by people living with HIV to challenge stigma 

and discrimination, overly broad criminalization, travel restrictions. 

3. Initiate a discussion on zero discrimination in the healthcare 

settings where you work, including monitoring and quality improvement 

mechanisms that fully engage people living with HIV, key pops. 

4. Sensitize the media, elected officials and public for a more accurate 

representation of HIV that reflects advances in prevention, treatment, care 

and support; sustain/build support for expanded HIV services (not 

punitive laws and law enforcement) as the most effective way to address 

the HIV epidemic and protect public health.  

 



Thank you! 
Jason Sigurdson | sigurdsonj@unaids.org 


