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HIV/AIDS Prevention Research 

Synthesis (PRS) Project at CDC

Goal:  Review and synthesize cumulative body of 
evidence from the scientific research literature to 
help inform policy decisions, programmatic efforts, 
and future research

ÅQuantitative (meta-analyses) & qualitative reviews

ü Synthesize evidence across a pool of interventions

ÅEfficacy Review

ü Identify specific evidence-based behavioral interventions 



PRS Project Website
http://www.cdc.gov/hiv/topics/research/prs/index.htm 

ÅPRS project

ÅEfficacy review 

methods

ÅBest- & Promising-

evidence criteria

ÅCompendium of 

evidence-based 

interventions (EBIs)



Why Focus on 

Medication Adherence?

ÅIntensified focus in HIV prevention and at CDC on: 

ü HIV testing

ü PWP (ñprevention with positivesò) including linkage to 

and retention in care, prevention services, and 

improving adherence

ÅPromoting HIV medication adherence to

ü Maximize benefits of treatment for HIV-positive 

persons

ü Likely reduce viral load at the population level



Todayôs Talk

ÅPhase 1: Criteria Development Process

ÅPhase 2: Systematic Review Process

ÅPhase 3: Evidence-based Interventions



Phase I: 

Criteria Development Process

1. Preliminary work by PRS team

2. Internal and External Consultations



Preliminary Work Conducted 

by the PRS Team

ÅComprehensive review of scientific literature

ü Existing PRS efficacy criteria for individual- and 

small-group level interventions for reducing HIV-

related sex and drug behaviors

ü Existing medication adherence intervention 

literature 

üMedication adherence studies in PRS database as 

of Dec 08



Internal and External Consultations

Goal: Solicit input from scientists with expertise in HIV treatment 

adherence interventions re: methodological, implementation,

and analytic issues unique to adherence interventions

DHAP Adherence Interventions 

Workgroup (AIW)

Mahnaz R. Charania, Ph.D

Nicole Crepaz, Ph.D

Linda Koenig, Ph.D

Cindy Lyles, Ph.D

Khiya Marshall, Dr.P.H.

David W. Purcell, J.D., Ph.D.

Paul Weidle, PharmD, M.P.H.

External Consultants

Christopher Gordon, Ph.D., NIMH

Michael Stirratt, Ph.D., NIMH

Rivet Amico, Ph.D., Univ of Conn

Deborah L. Jones, Ph.D., Univ of Miami

Robert H. Remien, Ph.D., Columbia Univ

Steve Safren, Ph.D., Mass Gen Hosp

Jane Simoni, Ph.D., Univ of Wash
Ann Williams, Ed.D., RNC, FAAN, Yale Univ

Ira Wilson, M..D., Tufts Univ



ÅPhase 1: Criteria Development Process

ÅPhase 2: Efficacy Review Process

ÅPhase 3: Evidence-based Interventions



Phase 2: Efficacy Review Process

Systematic search of literatureÀ

À DeLuca, J. B., Mullins, M. M., Lyles, C. M., Crepaz, N., Kay, K., Thadiparthi, S. 

(2008). Developing a comprehensive search strategy for evidence based systematic 

reviews. Evidence Based Library and Information Practice, 3, 3-32.




